Reconciliation
begins with
you.

Together, we can raise awareness of
the impact of Canada’s residential
school system on Indigenous Peoples.
The Gord Downie & Chanie Wenjack Fund (DWF) Legacy Schools program
helps classrooms/schools lead the movement in awareness of the history of
Canada’s residential school system. All participating schools are encouraged
to create reconciliACTIONs, which are unique to each school and can
incorporate fundraising, cultural activities and more. DWF will share these
activities online to provide support and inspire all of us to “Do Something.”
Are you ready to find out more? Visit downiewenjack.ca.

Teaching students about residential schools in Canada is hard. The
conversations we will be exploring will not be easy as we learn more
about the ongoing effects of these schools on First Nations, Métis and
Inuit people in Canada—but they are necessary conversations.

EDUCATORS’ QUICK
START GUIDE

“We are not the country we thought we
were. History will be rewritten.”
— GORD DOWNIE, THE TRAGICALLY HIP

You can make a difference by becoming educated about Canada’s
true history, to help shape a positive future for both Indigenous and
non-Indigenous people living together on this land. This guide offers
creative ways to introduce the subject of residential schools into
your classroom. We hope it will motivate you to create your own
reconciliACTIONs—and “Do Something.”

SECRET PATH QUICK LESSONS

WHAT ARE RECONCILIACTIONS?

1. Where do you find hope?

3. Write a letter to the Wenjacks.

A reconciliACTION is a meaningful action that moves
reconciliation forward.

Action
Read the Secret Path graphic novel with your class.

Action
Watch the video Intimate Moments: Secret Path Backstage
with Gord Downie, Pearl Wenjack, and Daisy Munroe
(available online for free).

*any grade level

Assignment
After reading Secret Path with your students, ask them how
they would hold on to hope if Chanie’s experience had
happened to them. Students could sketch out ideas of items
that bring them joy and hope. Create a class collage of
everyone’s ideas to hang on your wall.

2. What’s your question
about Chanie’s residential
school story?
Action
Watch Secret Path and/or Heritage Minute: Chanie Wenjack.
Both are available to watch online for free.
Assignment
Students generate one question after hearing Chanie’s story.
They can add their question to a journal or question wall in
class to encourage enquiry (see Legacy School Guidebook for
ideas).

* Please note that the song “Secret Path” contains an explicit lyric and may not be appropriate
for younger audiences. This material can also be upsetting for some. Please ensure students
and educators take care of themselves and have access to support. Health Canada offers a
24/7 crisis line for coping with emotions that may arise for those affected by residential schools
at 1-866-925-4419, and Kids Help Phone offers a variety of 24/7 service options for youth; more
details are available at kidshelpphone.ca.

Assignment
Write a short letter or create a video (with a script) to send to
Chanie Wenjack’s sisters, Pearl and Daisy.
Students should be encouraged to share the impact that this
new understanding of Indigenous Peoples in Canada has had
on them. How did Chanie’s story, residential schools and Secret
Path affect them?

ReconciliACTIONs aim to bring Indigenous and non-Indigenous
peoples together in the spirit of reconciliation to create
awareness, to share and to learn. It is the answer to Gord’s call
to “Do Something”—do something to raise further awareness,
do something that improves the lives of Indigenous peoples, do
something that improves the relationship between Indigenous
and non-Indigenous peoples.
To engage in acts of reconciliation, students, staff and your
community should first determine what reconciliACTION means
to them and how they’d like to make an impact. Consider the
following questions when researching reconciliACTIONs:

	
Write a short opening paragraph to introduce yourself
1
and explain why you are writing this letter.

1.

What do you think
“reconciliation” means?

2.

Why is it important to do more
than talk about reconciliation?

3.

What are “meaningful actions”
regarding reconciliation?

4.

	
Share what you learned about Chanie, residential schools
2
and Secret Path over the course of watching these videos.
	
Share your personal reaction to Chanie’s story
3
and those of many Indigenous children who attended
residential schools.

5.

	
Finish with a short closing paragraph to thank the
4
Wenjacks for taking the time to read the letter.
L etters can be sent to:
Pearl and Daisy Wenjack
c/o Gord Downie & Chanie Wenjack Fund
PO Box 749
Ohsweken, ON
N0A 1M0

What role can you play in
creating and implementing a
reconciliACTION?
What actions can you take in
your organization/home/
community to support the
reconciliation movement?

RECONCILIACTIONS IDEAS
Educators and students may wonder what their roles are, what
next steps to take and how to make an impact. Many actions
can be taken in the journey of reconciliation. Below is a short
list of possible actions; yours could be one big action involving
the whole school community or several small actions making
daily change, one step at a time.

1.

5.

Learn the land acknowledgement in your region, or
develop one of your own in consultation with local
Indigenous communities. In doing so, be sure to
carefully consider your relationship to the land that
you live on and the traditional territories of the
Indigenous people who were here for thousands of
years before colonization. Have your school give a
daily land acknowledgement as part of the
morning routine, as well as to open assemblies and
important events.

2.

Find out if there was a residential school in your
area or where the closest one is located.

3.

Visit a commemorative exhibit that honours the
students and victims of residential schools at
projectofheart.ca.

4.

Research information about the First Nations, Inuit
and Métis communities in your region.

To learn about local Indigenous communities, invite
elders and knowledge-keepers into your classroom to
share their stories and knowledge. Be sure to budget
for these visits, as your guests should be paid for their
time at your school. Work with your school board’s
Indigenous education department to find the best
speakers and organizations to connect with. It is
important to give space in your classroom and school
for Indigenous people to speak and be heard.

6.

Research Indigenous charitable organizations, and
choose one to support by holding a fundraising
event to create awareness.

7.

Book a Blanket Exercise or get the training to
organize one for your students and staff:
www.kairosblanketexercise.org.

8.

Participate in Orange Shirt Day at the end of
September by wearing an orange shirt and/or
hosting a reconciliACTION event for the day. To
learn more, visit orangeshirtday.org. This is a great
way to start conversations leading up to Secret
Path Week in October.

9.

Visit a local Indigenous organization, Friendship
Centre, community group or museum.

10.

National Centre for Truth
and Reconciliation
(nctr.ca)
Orange Shirt Day
(orangeshirtday.org)
Kairos Blanket Exercise
(www.kairosblanketexercise.org)
Where are the children? Residential School
Survivor stories
(wherearethechildren.ca)
First Nations Child & Family Caring Society
(fncaringsociety.com)
100 Years of Loss
(100yearsofloss.ca/en/)

nindibaajimomin a digital
storytelling project for children
of residential school survivors
(nindibaajimomin.com)
GoodMinds
(goodminds.com)
Kids Help Phone
(kidshelpphone.ca)

Secret Path resources from Manitoba
Teachers’ Society (French Available)
(mbteach.org)
Secret Path resources from
Comox Valley Schools
(sd71.bc.ca)
Secret Path resources from Trent University
(trentu.ca)

Secret Path resources from OISE
(oise.utoronto.ca/deepeningknowledge)

Secret Path resources from the Ontario
English Catholic Teachers’ Association
(catholicteachers.ca)

Secret Path resources from Learning Bird
(learningbird.com/resources-for-secret-pathweek/)

Secret Path resources from North
Vancouver District School Board
(sd44.ca)

Attend Indigenous cultural events taking place in
your community.

16.

Take the Indian Horse #Next150 Challenge:
next150.indianhorse.ca.

12.

Research the contributions that Indigenous people
from your community and/or surrounding
communities have made to the world.

17.

Study, create and display a variety of Indigenous art
with your students, or get a local Indigenous artist to
visit your class. Participate in the Gord Downie &
Chanie Wenjack Fund’s spring poster contest.

13.

Engage in meaningful reconciliation activities to
ensure that Indigenous young people have the
same opportunities as others. You can participate
in: Bear Witness Day on May 10 in support of
Jordan’s Principle; Have a Heart Day on February
14; and School Is a Time for Dreams to learn about
and support Shannen’s Dream. Visit the First
Nations Child & Family Caring Society for more
ideas and information (available in French):
fncaringsociety.com/what-you-can-do.

18.

Listen to and study music made by Indigenous
artists, such as Buffy Sainte-Marie, Tanya Tagaq,
A Tribe Called Red, Midnight Shine or Jeremy
Dutcher. See more artists here: rpm.fm/artists.

19.

Organize a movie night screening for your school
and community of Gord Downie’s Secret Path,
Tasha Hubbard’s ‘nîpawistamâsowin: We Will
Stand Up, Michelle Latimer’s RISE, or Chrisann
Hessing’s Turning Tables.

20.

Participate in Secret Path Week’s Indigenous
Educator Series at Exploring by the Seat of
Your Pants (www.exploringbytheseat.com)
from Oct. 17–22.

21.

Organize a school- or community-wide Walk
for Wenjack event. To learn more, visit
facebook.com/walkforwenjack.

14.

15.

Create a presentation for your classroom, school or
community. Share your knowledge to spread the
word and engage others in conversation.

A few resources
to get you started

11.

Start a club or extracurricular activity to empower
Indigenous and non-Indigenous students and staff
to get involved outside of the classroom and lead in
the journey of reconciliation. It could be a studentled Reconciliation Club or Indigenous Leadership
Club that helps empower students to participate
and inspire others to take action.
Study an Indigenous language—especially one that
is spoken in your region. Learn some common
words and why it’s important to appreciate and
protect Indigenous languages. Make it a class
project with a local Elder or Indigenous language
teacher. Try translating Secret Path into a local
Indigenous language.

ARE YOU READY TO
FIND OUT MORE?

Visit downiewenjack.ca to:
>

register as a Legacy School and get a toolkit

>

get access to continuously updated
resources, including lesson plans,
videos and inspiring stories from other
Legacy Schools.

Do you have resources to share
with other educators?
If you have resources that may be useful for other educators in teaching Indigenous
perspectives, history, rights and issues in Canada, please consider sharing them with the
Gord Downie & Chanie Wenjack Fund, so we can make them accessible to other educators
across Canada as we collectively work toward reconciliation.
Please email legacyschools@downiewenjack.ca.

Artist ambassador Adrian Sutherland and students from Humberside C.I.

